
 

HB61 

Solar Ready School Parking Lots 

 

Installing solar panels in parking lots has many advantages.1  They generate clean energy that 

can be sent directly into the electrical grid or can be used to charge electric vehicles parked 

below the canopy. Parking lots occupy land that has already been developed and are located 

near where the electricity is actually being used; decreasing the need to situate solar arrays on 

undeveloped land and costly transmission or distribution upgrades.  The canopies themselves 

provide shade from the sun and shelter from rain and snow. 

 

Solar arrays in parking lots are more costly than ground-mounted solar because of the need for 

additional support infrastructure and underground digging to run necessary conduit and wiring. 

However, the overall benefits and cost savings of solar power remain. 

 

This bill will: 

 

✔ Require that while new construction is being done on schools (i.e. while the asphalt on 

parking lots is already ripped up), conduit and wires are run to prepare the parking lot to 

eventually have a solar canopy. It’s much less expensive to run the wires during the 

construction, even if the solar canopy structure is not built for some time after. 

 

For more information please contact: 
Delegate Lorig Charkoudian, lorig.charkoudian@house.state.md.us 

Phone: 410-841-3423 

 

1 https://www.wired.com/story/france-solar-panels-parking-lots/#:~:text=The%20biggest%20concern%2C%20though%2C%20is,to%20build% 
20the%20supporting%20structure. 
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